
 

 February 25, 2016 
 
Dear parents and guardians of Davis School District World Language students,  
 
The World Languages Department at Davis School District is thrilled to have your student study 
a language in our department. We welcome the opportunity to share our passion for languages, 
and we are committed to helping your child gain a working proficiency in the language of his or 
her choice. 
  
We make it our priority to help your student gain in language proficiency with each year of 
study.  Some things we have in place to do this are regular proficiency trainings for our 
teachers, a curriculum that is rich in real-world language usage, and classroom procedures that 
place the highest value on language proficiency. One of these procedures is our district-wide, 
research-based goal of 90% target language use in class. This practice boosts student 
proficiency, but it also requires close attention from students every day. The World Language 
classroom is the main vehicle for acquiring a language. Students do not learn languages simply 
by sitting in the classroom over a period of time but rather by taking risks and getting involved 
in all class activities on daily basis. 
 
District-wide, we have set proficiency expectations for each year of language study. These 
expectations are well-researched, realistic goals for secondary students who are in a 
communicative classroom in which the focus is on reading, writing, listening, and speaking—
and not on grammar rules, translation, or rote memorization. Grammar may have its place, but 
its emphasis hinders language acquisition. 
 
Our district’s proficiency expectations are based on the national standards described by the 
American Council of the Teaching of Foreign Languages, or ACTFL. ACTFL’s proficiency 
guidelines are used by industry, government, military and education. The DSD expectations are: 
 

Year 1 – Novice-Mid 
Year 2 – Novice-High 
Year 3 – Intermediate-Low 

Year 4 – Intermediate-Mid (likely to score a 3 on the AP exam  
Year 5 – Intermediate-Mid/High (likely to score a 4 on AP exam) 
Year 6 – Intermediate-High/Advanced-Low (likely to score a 5 on AP exam) 

 
To ensure our students are meeting these language proficiency expectations and are adding to 
their language skills with each year of study, our students participate in regular performance 
and proficiency assessments. One of the assessments we use with our upper-level students is 
the STAMP®. 
 
Recently, your student took the STAMP® assessment in his or her language class.  Ratings from 
this assessment indicate how well your student can read, write, listen, and speak in the target 
language. Enclosed with this letter are your student’s results.   
 



We hope you will be able to use this information to plan for future language study, celebrate 
growth in language proficiency, and even chart a course for growth in areas of weakness.  For 
example, if your student is interested in taking the AP Language & Culture exam next year and 
has a lower than expected reading proficiency, you can use this knowledge now to encourage 
more reading in the target language.   
 
Our website has more information on proficiency and also several tips on what students can do 
to increase their language proficiency. We welcome input from parents and students, and we 
hope to work together to ensure our students are well-prepared for the 21st century.  You can 
learn more about proficiency and the STAMP® assessment on our website at 
www.dsdlanguages.com.  Once at the website, you can find many resources for parents by 
looking under “proficiency” and/or “curriculum”.   
 
Please contact me with your questions or concerns. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Bonnie Flint 
Secondary World Languages Supervisor 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dsdlanguages.com/

